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Robert A. Innocenzi 


Ithough the new decade is 
already two months old and 
the new administration is in 
place in the State House, some old 
transportation problems needing new 
solutions still face us and the state. 

At this point, we don’t know what 
the new Governor’s transportation 
policies will be, but we do know that 
the state is experiencing a cooled 
down economy that is certainly going 
to affect us and our work. 

As veteran NJDOTers know, we 
have faced similar problems in the 
past, although now the Transportation 
Trust Fund protects our capital 
projects. I firmly believe that we can 
handle the budgetary problems, re- 
evaluating projects and personnel as 
necessary. 

Besides a sluggish economy, a host 
of other challenges face us in the 
1990s — air pollution, legislation, 
federal funding, public-private part- 
nerships, alternative transit (peo- 
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We 
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Low frequency radio station to 
advise motorists on I-80, page 3. 
Motorists to benefit. 


'S.I.P.' -- a strategy to stem air 
pollution, page 4. 
Employee suggestions are sought. 


Health Services staff stand 
ready to help, page 5. 
Photos show medical staff at work. 


New challenges for the ‘90s 


plemovers and vanpools, for ex- 
amples), changing commuting patterns 
and labor pool. 

I believe that the people who make 
up the NJDOT are fully prepared to 
take on the transportation challenges 
of the decade. I know our fellow 
employees also understand the needs 
of the community at large. On page 3 
you’ ll read that we cared enough for 
the less fortunate to exceed our chari- 
table campaign donations goal. On 
page 4 we’re asked to come up with 
ideas to reduce ground-level ozone by 
reducing pollution from auto emis- 
sions. 

And I ask that you keep up the good 
work, remembering that you represent 
the Department and state government. 
I have no doubt that you will. 

In this transition time and for the 
new decade, increased understanding, 
discipline, productivity and perform- 
ance are good resolutions for all of us 
who serve New Jersey. 


COVER PHOTO: A traffic backup on 
Route 73 in Evesham illustrates how auto 
emissions pollute the air. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Acting Commissioner Robert A. Innocenzi 


The Transporter is published 10 times a year for 
the employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Room 
1500, Annex I, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2126. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department's Print Shop. 

Linda Artlip, Director of Communications; 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 

Gerald Guarnieri and William Shaughnessy, 
Page Editors; Frank Bridgewater and Gabriel 
Palmieri, Graphic Artists; James Hadden, David 
Haytaian, Debbie Lawler and Rancy Linthurst; 
Contributors; Jenni Jeavons, Rita Skillman and 
Linda Zajac, Support Staff. 


Low frequency radio station 
to advise motorists on I-80 


When NJDOT unveils its first low fre- Work on the 4.2-mile project includes adding 
quency radio station this spring, motorists a lane in each direction, reconstructing bridges, 
travelling I-80 in Northwest New Jersey resurfacing and safety improvements. 
will hear something like this on their “We felt this station would help motorists 
radios: travelling from west to east on I-80 to receive 

> Xn eo “Attention commuters on I-80. There is construction information well in advance of the 
construction between Route 15 in Wharton project,” said Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting 
a it ML Sk and Beaver Brook in Denville, Morris Commissioner. ““The resident engineer can also 
County. The speed limit has been reduced record emergency messages and advisories 
to 45 miles per hour in the area. Please use when necessary. Region I Electrical, the Bureau 
caution. Ridesharing information is avail- of Equipment’s Radio Shop and others helped 
able by calling 1-800-245-POOL or make this station a reality.” 
McRIDES at 201-204-9100. Public trans- The Federal Highway Administration will 
portation information can be obtained by pay for 90 percent of the low frequency station 
calling 1-800-772-2222.” with the state funding the remaining 10 percent. 


The transmitter is located on I-80 in 
Allamuchy, Warren County. 

The station, located at 530 on the AM 
dial, will provide up-to-date information on 
the I-80 construction project. 


Briefs 


Seminar observes 
Black History Month 


The annual observance of 
Black History Month will 
feature a seminar and exhibit 
to be held on Tuesday, 
February 27 at 2 p.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room of the 
E & O Building in Ewing. 

This year's theme is 
"Moving Toward The Year 
2000.” The seminar will 
feature several guest 
speakers. For further 
information contact Phyllis 
Gross at (609) 530-2937. 


Headquarters Building 
nears spring completion 

Last month Acting Com- 
missioner Robert A. 
Innocenzi and former 
Comissioner Hazel Frank 
Gluck unveiled the plaque 
which will memorialize the 
renovation of the 
Department’s Headquarters 
Building in Ewing. The first 
employees are scheduled to 
move in soon. 


New technique erases old lines 


A recent restriping of I-78 in Greenwich Township posed a 
problem for Region I Bridge Crew 1500. The old lines were still 
visible, causing confusion to motorists. The problem was duc 
to paint caught in the grooved surface of the concrete pavement. 
They solved the problem by using a new hydro-sand blaster that 
is normally used to remove graffiti. The lincs disappeared, 
ending the confusion. 


'S.I.P.' -- a strategy to stem air pollution 


“S.1.P.” is an acronym that New Jersey citizens will hear more about this year. 

The letters stand for State Implementation Plan, the state's strategy for meeting federal air quality 
standards by 1992. If the plan isn’t approved, New Jersey risks losing federal highway funding. 

NJDOT is assisting in preparing the transportation-related aspects of the plan, particularly the reduc- 
tion of auto emissions, for the Department of Environmental Protection, the agency responsible for de- 
veloping the total plan. 


“It’s a challenge,” said Chris Patton of Statewide Planning. “Even though we are responsible for the 
state highway system, we have very little control over how many cars use the system. Two-thirds of the 
vehicular travel in New Jersey occurs on roads not under NJDOT jurisdiction.” | 

NJDOT staff is also participating in the work of Project Clean Air, a coalition of government and 
private agencies. The group will identify alternative transportation strategies to improve air quality. 

A key element is developing a public education program for encouraging various forms of ridesharing. 
Project Clean Air will present the results of its findings to the public and officials. 


According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, New Jersey has 
unacceptable levels of ozone across the entire state. Ozone, a form of oxygen, has 
properties which are both beneficial and harmful to the earth. It all depends on where it 
is. Ozone is beneficial when it is in the stratosphere, 12 miles above the earth, where it 
shields the earth against the sun’s radiation. However, ozone also occurs at ground 

Ozone can be level, the result of the combination of auto emissions and sunlight. Ozone is 
a problem = harmful at this level. Ozone at ground level causes coughing, chest discomfort, 
upper respiratory illness, increases asthma, and reduces pulmonary functions. 

It also causes eye irritation and headaches and interferes with the body’s ability to fight 

Wd disease. Crops and plants are also damaged by ozone and substances 


like rubber deteriorate. 


What can you do? 


How could you reduce your driving? For example, should NJDOT provide incentives for carpools and disincentives for 


driving to work alone? Would you like to work at home on your computer one or two days a week? The NJDOTers working on 
S.I.P. would like to know. : 
Send your answers to: Chris Patton, Statewide Planning, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton: 


1. Here’s how | could reduce air pollution by cutting down the miles | drive: 


2. Here are other suggestions for reducing air pollution from cars and trucks: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Name (optional) 


Health Services staff stand ready to help 


The NJDOT’s Employee 
Health Services Unit stands 
ready to assist employees who 
are injured or become ill on 
the job. A fulltime doctor in 
Trenton and professional 
Occupational Health Nurses at 
dispensaries in each region 
are the backbone of the 
service. 

“We are the only state 
department with a comprehen- 
sive medical facility," said 
Hosanna Lien, M.D., Medical 
Director. 

"We also have doctors on 
call in each region and 
hospitals to which we can 
refer emergencies.” 

In addition to medical 
treatment, Dr. Lein and her 


Herbie Beatty, R.N., conducts a back injury seminar with 


staff perform pre-employment 
physicals and return-to-work 
exams, conduct back injury 
seminars and perform 
federally-mandated screenings 
for exposure to hazardous 
materials. In 1989 they treated 
or examined over 6,000 people. 
The unit began with one 
nurse and a part-time doctor in 


1954. Marie Hagen, Supervisor 


of Health Services, has been 
with the Department for 30 of 
those years. “The contact with 
the employees has been 
gratifying, many have become 
good friends,” she said. 
Clerical assistance for the 
unit is provided by Christine 
Feller, Medical Secretary and 
Joan Mooney, Sr. Clerk Typist. 


Region I employees Val Dennis, Paul Stracker and Alexan- 


der Parr in Stanhope. 


Mary Cerra, 
R.N., administers 
an eye test to 
Region II 
Electrical’s Betty 
Cifelli in Newark. 


= 


Eleanor Diehl, R.N., treats Elizabeth Rojas as Dr. Lien looks 
on at the Headquarters dispensary. 


In Cherry 
Hill, Susan 
Adams, R.N., 
gives an 
ultrasound 
treatment to 
Region IV’s 
Frank @ 
Merchant. i 


Headquarters check out the pulmonary function machine. 
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The following changes have 
been made in Finance and 
Administration: 

*Denise Coyle to Director 
of Appeals, Affirmative 
Action and Safety. She had 
been Director of Safety. 

«Jay R. Johnston, Manager 
of Bureau of Program Analy- 
sis, in the Division of Budget- 
ing. He was with Human 
Services. 


Urban on ice 


Larry Urban, Senior 
Environmental Specialist, 
Project Development, 
referees a hockey match in 
Mercer County Park. A 
player for 23 years anda 
coach for 5, he led teams 
to two state 
championships. 

For the past 10 years, 
Urban has officiated at 8 
to 10 games a weekend in 
winter. Weekends finds 
him traveling to games in 
New Jersey, Staten Island 
and Long Island. 


Wedding planned. Region 
IV’s Andrea Baj, Principal 
Drafting Technician, Squad 7, 
and Charles Meidhof, Princi- 
pal Engineer, Region IV 
Design, were recently en- 
gaged. They’re planning to 
wed in Spring 1991. 

Daughter born. Lynne 
Gash of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office and 
her husband, Michael, of 
Construction and Mainte- 
nance, welcomed 7 Ib. 6 oz. 
Karen Ann on December 11. 

On the mend. Regulatory 
Affairs Director Bertha L. 
Scott returned to work in 
January following an extended 
sick leave. She thanks 
NJDOTers for prayers and 
well wishes. Also returning 


BRIEFS 


°Christine V. Eller, Man- 
ager, Equipment, Materials 
and Supplies in the Division of 
Procurement. She was with 
Rutgers University’s Small 
Business Development Center. 

eArthur H. Spangenberg, 
Manager, Employee Relations 
in the Division of Human 
Resources. He came from the 
Department of Education. 


EX 


Print Shop’s Linda Gebhart. 

CPM conference. New 
Jersey Certified Public 
Managers will host the 
national conference in 
Princeton on April 1. For 
more information, call 
Paulette Laubsch at (201) 
826-6300. 

Region III record-break- 
ers. In November the Trans- 
porter headline erroneously 
said that Region II crews 
placed a one-day record- 
breaking 2,725.3 tons of 
bituminous paving materials 
on Route 34. The fast-moving 
crews (318 and 367), as 
Regional Director Nick Cifelli 
was quick to point out, are 
from Region III. 


pA 


Frank V. Herrera, Pr. 
Traffic Investigator, Design 
& ROW, 46 yrs.; Wayne L. 
Davis, Pr. Local Aid Investi- 
gator, Design & ROW, 43 
yrs.; Angelo Stivali, Asst. 
Engr. Trans., C&M, 43 yrs.; 
George Poole, Proj. Engr., 
C&M, 42 yrs.; Thomas W. 
Corcoran, Regional Materi- 
als Engr., C&M, 40 yrs; 
Robert E. Leahey, Regional 
Maint. Engr., C&M, 40 yrs.; 
Richard J. Levenduski, Pr. 
Engr. Trans., Design & 
ROW, 39 yrs.; Stephen M. 
Patrykowski, Crew Supvr. 
Electrical Operations, C&M, 
39 yrs.; Wesley E. Myers, 
Truck Driver, C&M, 38 yrs.; 
Frank N. Capasso, Pr. Local 
Aid Investigator, Design & 
ROW, 37 yrs.; Orville Ab- 
bott, Proj. Engr. Materials, 
C&M, 36 yrs.; Leonard Pro- 
caccino, Heavy Equipment 
Operator, C&M, 35 yrs. 
Valentino Santangelo, 
Maint. Worker I, C&M, 35 
yrs.; Robert G. Fox, Proj. 
Engr. Arch. Bridge Design, 
Design & ROW, 34 yrs.; 
Paul Zabicki, Executive 
Asst. III, Support Services, 
34 yrs.; Anthony Gervasio, 
Asst. Crew Supvr., C&M, 
32 yrs.; Thomas E. Lehman, 
C&M Tech. I, C&M, 32 yrs.; 
Edward J. Reardon, Dist. 
Supvr., ROW, 32 yrs.; 
Charles Brady, Crew Supvr., 
C&M, 31 yrs.; Bernard J. 
Kozlak, Crew Supvr., 
C&M, 31 yrs. 


Pee 


Charles P. Ahr, 77, an ac- 
countant with the Department 
for more than 40 years, died in 
September. Retired since 
1973, Ahr lived in Vero 
Beach, FL, for 16 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Alice, a 
30-year NJDOT employee, a 
son, Jonathan, and several 
grandchildren. 

Nelson Shinn, 60, of 
Manahawkin, a Maintenance 
Worker for the Department for 
25 years, died in November. 


Everett H. Morgan, Heavy 
Equipment Operator, C&M, 
30 yrs.; William J. Amoriello, 
C&M Tech. III, C&M, 28 yrs.; 
Francis S. Helfrich, Mason & 
Plasterer, Support Services, 28 
yrs.; Joseph R. Marcelli, Pr. 
ROW Negotiator Proj. Supvr., 
ROW, 28 yrs.; Clifford A. 
McCourt, Truck Driver, 
C&M, 25 yrs.; William G. 
Lane, Administrative Analyst 
I, Budget, 25 yrs.; John T. 
Dempster Jr., Section Chief 
Accident Records, Trans. Syst. 
Plan., 25 yrs. 

Robert White Sr., Asst. 
Crew Supvr., C&M, 25 yrs.; 
Doris M. Friedman, Pr. Clerk 
Steno., C&M, 21 yrs.; Ralph 
Bowker, Machinist (Automo- 
tive), C&M, 17 yrs.; Dominic 
D’ Andrea, Carpenter, Support 
Services, 14 yrs.; Francisco B. 
Fiesta, Sr. Engr. Trans., 
Design & ROW, 13 yrs.; 
Louise Weisneck, Sr. Bldg. 
Maint. Worker, Support 
Services, 13 yrs. 

Frances Longstreth, Sr. 
Bldg. Maint. Worker, Support 
Services, 12 yrs.; Elizabeth M. 
Peterson, Pr. Clerk Typist, 
C&M, 11 yrs.; John W. 
Myers, Maint. Worker I, 
C&M, 11 yrs.; Edward C. 
Frank, Maint. Worker I, 
C&M, 10 yrs.; Thomas F. 
Savarese, Truck Driver, C&M, 
10 yrs.; Mary E. Buckley, Sr. 
Clerk Typist, Design & ROW, 
9 yrs.; John T. Johnson, Occu- 
pational Safety Consultant II, 
Office of Safety, 8 yrs. 


George H. Wilson, 72, of 
Bass River, died in December. 
He retired 18 years ago from 
the Department. Wilson is 
survived by his wife, Gladys; a 
daughter, Patti; a granddaugh- 
ter and a step-grandaughter. 

Robert C. Dennish, 52, died 
in January. He was employed 
as a graphic artist at Headquar- 
ters. The Ewing resident is 
survived by his wife, Yvonne, 
a daughter, Sharon, and a son, 
Keith. 


NJDOTers beat 
charitable goal 


Campaign organizers 
reported that Department 
employees increased their 
contributions 11% over 
1988 and 1% over their 
goal, a total of $47,021, in 
1989. 

Doreen Plummer in 
Design and Right of Way 
won the reserved VIP 
parking spot in the raffle. 
Adrian Lincoln of Right of 
Way won the color 
television that was 
purchased with donations 
from Department 
managers. 

“This year’s team of 
division coordinators 
should get the credit for 
the increase,” said cam- 
paign coordinator Helen 
Budd of Finance and Ad- 
ministration who organ- 
ized the project with 
Anker Winther of Con- 
struction and Maintenance. 

The Division coordina- 
tors were: Nancy Swidra, 
Commissioner’s Office; Lisa 
Kaye, Policy and Planning; 
Doreen Plummer, Design 
and Right of Way; Sharon 
Wilbur, Region II Construc- 
tion and Maintenance Engi- 
neering; Kathleen Aufsch- 
neider, Interagency Coordi- 
nation; Eileen Raineri, 
Program Monitoring; David 
Haytaian, Communications; 
Susan Hendrickson, Inspec- 
tor General; Lorraine 
Stallings, Research and Dem- 
onstration; Mary Saia, 
Systems Planning; Mark 
Ricci, Project Management 
and Development; Cheryl 
Teel, Right of Way; Carol 
Procaccino, Finance and Ad- 
ministration; Mina Tsintzas, 
Accounting and Auditing; 
Kathy Zelli, Budgeting; 
Bette Csogi, Support Serv- 
ices; Fay Wood, Human 
Resources; Dorothy Stanley, 
Management Information 
Systems; Joseph Ippollito, 
Procurement; Monique 
LaMons, Legal Services; 
Mike Bedard, Civil Rights 
and Contract Compliance; 
Denise Felton, Aeronautics. 


Trapshooter 


Engineering Tech III Mike 
Smetanka is good with a gun. 

He’s no “Dirty Harry.” 
He’s no “Rifleman.” He’s a 
trapshooter. 

Since January 1988, the 
Bureau of Access and Devel- 
opment Impact Anaiysis 
employee has traveled the tri- 
state area blowing targets out 
of the sky. 

Last year he won the NJ 
Southern Zone Class D (Class 
A is the pros) preliminary 
competition by hitting 94 of 
100 targets. He placed second 
in the championship round 
hitting 189 out of 200 targets. 

Smetanka says he took up 
the sport after being invited to 
a range by his hunting 
buddies. 

“I’m a hunter and some of 
my friends shoot,” said 
Smetanka. “They invited me 
to go along to a range and I 
just got hooked.” 

Smetanka uses a $1,600 12- 
gauge Browning BT 99 witha 
34-inch barrel. It doesn’t stay 
in its case much. 

“T shoot four or five times a 
week, usually 100 to 200 
targets a night,” said Smet- 
anka. “This sport is so com- 
petitive, you’ve got to practice 
to stay sharp.” 

It seems like the practice is 
paying off. He hit over 90% 
of his last 3,000 targets. 

Although many non- 
shooters would steer clear of a 
group of well-armed people, 


pursues perfection 


Mike Smetanka reaches for another shell during a practice shoot ai 
a club in Browns Mills 


trapshooting is quite safe. 
“The safety rules are tough 
and strictly enforced,” said 
Smetanka. “No gun is loaded 
except when the shooter is in 
position on the firing line. 
I’ve never heard of anyone 


getting hurt in this sport.” 
As good as Smetanka might 
be, he still has a goal to meet. 
“T want four perfect rounds, 
100 targets,” said Smetanka. 
"No mistakes, no misses. I'll 
keep practicing until I get it.” 


Census ‘90 art contest open to employee's kids 


“We’re all counted in the 
census,” is the theme of the 
Census ‘90 art contest for state 
employees’ children in grades 
K-8. Judges will look for illus- 
trations that show that people 
of all shapes, ages, sizes and 
colors are equally important in 
the 1990 population count. 

The first prize will be a 
$100 US Savings Bond, sec- 
ond and third prizes will be 
$50 Bonds. Nine winners will 
be selected from three grade 
level categories: kindergarten 


to Grade 2, Grades 3 to 5 and 
Grades 6 to 8. 

Entries are limited to one 
per child. The art must be 12" 
x15" and flat, not three- 
dimensional. Any medium, 
except computer-generated, is 
acceptable. All entries must be 
received by March 9, 1990 at: 

NJ Department of Labor 

John Fitch Plaza 

Library, Room 211 

CN-058 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

The child’s name, address 


and grade level and the state 
employee parent’s name and 
work number must be clearly 
marked on the reverse side of 
the art. 

Winners will be announced 
in the press on March 26. 
Winning entries will be on 
display in the New Jersey 
State Museum through 
April 26. 

For more information, 
contact the Department of 
Labor's Mary Ann Unger at 
609/633-6434. 


This photo documents a moment in recent hist 


your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. Only one 
name per entry. Do not send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answer by February 23. 


19 identify the temporary tunnel under Route 23 


Last month's Moment in History 


New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 


Deadline 
for the March issue 
is February 23. 
Send in your 
‘Good News' forms. 


Nineteen NJDOTers identified Arthur 
Silber's photograph of a temporary tunnel 
under Route 23. They are: Nicholas Alfano, 
Tech. II, C&M; Frank Battaglia, Supervising 
Engineer, Construction; Jim Barlett, Tech. I, 
Region II Materials; Layton Bergman, Tech. 
IV, Region I Construction; Eugene Blasko, 
Director, Operations Engineering, C&M; 
Judith Dowd, Pr. Clerk Steno., Construction 
Eng.; Philip V. Drapkin, Tech. IV, Region I 
C&M; Jerry Hall, Tech. I, Region II Materi- 
als; Raymond Kropinack, Sr. ROW Appraiser; 


Jack Mansfield, Proj. Engineer, Geotechnical 
Eng.; Tony N. Okafor, Asst. Engineer, Region 
II Construction; Dilip Patel, Asst. Engineer, 
Region II Construction; Prakash Gandhi, Sr. 
Engineer, Region II Construction; Juditha 
Rivera, Sr. Clerk Typist, Construction Eng.; 
Bill Sawyer, Asst. Engineer, Region II Materi- 
als; Henry Soloway, Proj. Engineer, Region II 
Design; Ulrich H. Steinberg, Pr. Engineer, 
Construction; Bob Sugrue, Tech. IV, Region II 
Materials; Ross Wiessmann, Pr. Engineer, 
Region II Materials. 
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